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Acts  14  :  27. 

And  when  they  were  come  and  had  gathered  the  Church  to¬ 
gether,  they  rehearsed  all  that  God  had  done  with  them  and 
how  he  had  opened  the  door  of  faith  unto  the  Gentiles. 

The  29th  day  of  April  1869,  was  a  memorable  day  for  Pres¬ 
byterians  throughout  the  Rocky  Mt. Regions. 

*  K 

On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  3  Ministers,  ascending  the 
high  bluff  to  the  N.W.  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  looked  out  upon 
Iowa,  Nebraska  &  Dakota.  And  as  they  looked  across  to  the 
far  western  horizon,  and  remembered  that  there  was  not  a 
Presbyterian  Church  for  2000  miles, towards  the  setting  sun, 
their  spirits  were  stirred  within  them,  and  falling  upon  their 
knees,  earnest  prayer  was  made  for  the  destitute  region  be¬ 
yond  . 

The  spirit  of  those  prayers  and  the  impressions  cf  that 
hour  were  carried  into  the  Presbytery  of  Council  Bluffs, that 

mot  the  same  evening  at  Sioux  City. 

It  was  the  commencement  of  an  aggressive  movement  that 
hafc  given  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  the  Synods  of  Nebraska, 
and  Colorado,  covering  Nebraska,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  Arizona,  Utah,  Montana  and  the  Dakotas. 

*Rev.  J. C. Elliott ;Rev.  Thomas  K.  Cleland  Jr.  &  Rev. 

Sheldon  Jackson. 
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During  the  Sessions  of  Presbytery  the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jack- 
son  was  unanimously  appointed  Superintendent  of  Missions  in 
Iowa,  Nebraska,  Dakota,  Wyoming,  Montana  &  Utah.  Similar 
action  was  taken  by  the  Presbyteries  of  Des  Moines  and  Port 
Lodge.  In  the  fall  of  1868,  the  Synod  of  Iowa  made  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions  to  commission  Mr. 
Jackson,  Synodical  Missionary  for  Iowa,  but  owing  to  a  mis¬ 
understanding  between  Dr.  Musgrave,  the  then  Secretary  of 
of  Domestic  Missions 

the  Board  /and  the  Synod  of  Minnesota,  the  request  was  re¬ 
fused. 

The  Presbyterians  of  Northern,  Central  &  Western  Iowa 

feeling  the  pressing  necessity  for  some  one  to  do  the  work 

cf  exploration  and  organization,  and  the  man  being  ready 

Jl^LS  /Horn  £  s 

^  for  the  work,  the  Presbyteries  of  (April  24th, 1669)  Missouri 

River  (May  1st, 1869)  and  Port  Dodge  (May  8,1869)  appointed 

i 

the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson , Superintendent  of  Presbyterian  Mis¬ 
sions  for  Northern,  Central  &  Western  Iowa  and  the  regions 
beyond,  with  the  understanding  that  they  could  give  no  salary 

Upon  the  adjournment  of  Presbytery,  Mr.  Jackson  took 
vigorous  measures  to  occupy  every  important  point  on  the 
line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  extending  from  the  Mis  sou- 
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ri  River  across  the  plains  and  over  the  mountains  to  Nevada. 
The  road  was  then  almost  completed  and  attracting  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  world.  But  the 'last  spike  had  not  been  driven 

amid  ringing  bells  &  booming  cannon  before  on  his  own  respon¬ 
sibility  he  had  sent  out  the  Rev.J.  N.  Hutchinson  to  Blair, 

A/ a  b  r  glS  K<*~ 

Fremont  and  Grand  Island^-  The  Rev.  John  L.  Gage  to  Cheyenne 

IfYyorvL  VKy 

and  Laramie,  and  to  Sweet  Water  Mines,  Bryan,  Wahsatch  and 

A  A 

Utah,  Rev.  Melancthon  Hughes,  who  after  faithful  service  fi¬ 
nally  finished  his  course  with  joy  in  the  Mission  Church  at 
Santo  Fe ,  Hew  Mexico,  at  which  place  in  the  Protestant  Ceme¬ 
tery,  his  body  awaits  the  resurrection. 

And  he  not  only  sent  them  out;  but  pledged  them  their 
supp  ort . 

A  few  weeks  later  several  young  men  were  secured  from 

the  Theological  Seminaries  to  spend  their  vacation  in  preach- 

( 

ing.  Among  whom  was  the  Moderator  of  our  Synod,  Rev.Josiah 
r  Welch,  of  Salt  Lake  pity,<^Kev.  Thomas  J.  Sherrard. 

To  the  worldling  the  situation  was  one  of  foolhardiness. 
Here  was  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  his  travelling  ex¬ 
penses  to  be  paid  and  his  family  fed  and  clothed.  Here  were 
Missionaries  looking  to  him  f or  a  support, in  whole  or  in 


part  and  Missionary  operations  extending  over  571,000  sq. 

miles  -  a  province  larger  than  all  the  New  England,  Middle 

and  Western  States  combined,  and  not  a  dollar  in  the  Treasury. 

* 

And  yet  as  the  season  advanced  and  passed  there  was  not  a 
man  of  them  could  say  that  he  had  not  been  paid  and  paid  in 
full. 

’’Lacked  ye  anything  ?  And  they  said  nothing.  (Luke  22,25.) 

t 

It  was  a  work  of  faith  and  consecration  -  a  launching  out  in¬ 
to  unknown  regions.  The  territory  of  Wyoming  could  not  even 
be  found  upon  the  Maps  of  the  country  as  a  separate  political 
division.  It  was  a  grappling  with  unseen  difficulties.  A 
laying  of  the  foundations  of  the  Church  amid  circumstances 
and  surroundings,  which  the  fathers  that  framed  our  Constitu- 

4 

tion  could  not  forsee  -  Amid  exigencies  for  which  our  Form  of 
Government  makes  no  provision  -  and  perplexing  questions  for 
the  solution  of  which  there  were  no  precedents.  Oftentimes 

at  sea  with  no  chart  •?  feeling  their  way  and  forming  prece¬ 
dents  for  the  guidance  of  those  that  should  follow. 

Unlike  the  judge  on  the  bench  that  has  time  for  consid¬ 
eration  before  delivering  an  opinion,  they  were  called  upon 
to  act  at  times  with  that  promptness,  that  precluded  mature 
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del iberat ion. 

It  was  a  work  of  faith  and  consecration.  Men  throwing 
themselves  heart  &  soul  into  the  Lord's  work  and  covenanting 
with  each  other  to  make  special  united  prayer,  that  He,  who 
controls  the  silver  and  the  gold  and  sways  the  hearts  of  men  - 
that  He  who  sent  them  out  would  provide  the  support. 

It  was  a  peculiar  and  special  exigency  in  the  history  of 
our  Mission  work  and  special  grace  and  strength  was  given  to 
the  workmen. 

Moved  by  the  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,,  they  threw  them- 

Liri  ttxi  5  Lee,  lx 

selves  into  the  work,  that  nearly  the  entire  field  was  reach- 

A 

ed  in  one  year.  In  that  memorable  year  22  churches  were  or¬ 
ganized,  all  of  which  save  one  remain  to  this  day.  And  of 
which; those  at  the  two  extremes  are  nearly  2000  miles  apart. 

In  that  memorable  year  the  blue  banner  of  Presbyterianism  was 

successfully  planted  for  the  first  time  in  the  Territories  of 
Dakota,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah  and  Colorado,  arid  the  Synods 
of  Nebraska  and  Colorado. 

The  Superint endent  of  Missions  was  everywhere  present, 
traveling  during  that  year  over  29,000  miles,  organizing  the 
work,  counseling  workmen  and  encouraging  both.  And  the  noble 
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band  of  young  men  that  without  purse  or  scrip  or  commission 

» 

c 

threw  themselves  upon  the  promises  of  God,  lacked  nothing. 

i 

Letters  were  written  to  personal  friends  presenting  the 
case  and  the  money  commenced  pouring  in  by  mail  -  checks  for 
$5.  $10.  $25.  $50.  $100.  and  one  for  $500.  so  that  in  1869 
and  '70,  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  received  $10,079.37 
from  private  sources  to  carry  on  this  work.  A  portion  of 
this  sum  went  into  Church  buildings.  The  movement  necessa¬ 
rily  attracted  the  attention  of  the  newspapers  and  through 
them  the  Church.  So  that  about  the  1st  of  August  to  his 
great  surprise,  Mr.  Jackson  received  unasked  for,  a  commis¬ 
sion  from  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions.  By  the  terms  of 
his  commission  Iowa  was  stricken  from  his  field  and  Colorado 
and  New  Mexico  added. 

Messrs.  John  L.  Gage  and  Melancthon  Hughes  were  also 
placed  in  Commission.  Still  the  efficient  prosecution  of 

the  work  was  largely  dependent  upon  private  funds  -  and  pri* 
vate  funds  continued  to  be  received.  The  barrel  of  meal 
wasted  not  and  the  cruse  of  oil  failed  not  as  long  as  they 


were  needed. 
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REUNI ON . 

*  * 

6 

In  1870  came  the  glorious  reunion  and  with  it  a  change 
in  the  management  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  that  relieved 
the  work  from  its  semi-independent  position. 

The  field  was  re-districted  and  Nebraska  and  Dakota, plac¬ 
ed  under  other  Superintendents,  leaving  Montana,  Utah,  Wyom¬ 
ing  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  under  Mr.  Jackson’s  jurisdiction. 
In  1875  the  Territory  of  Arizona  was  added  by  special  enact¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Assembly  -  Giving  a  field  that  extends 
from  British  America  on  the  north  to  semi-tropical  Mexico  on 
the  South,  extending  through  18  degrees  of  latitude  and  15  of 
longitude  -  a  field  ten  times  larger  than  all  New  England  - 
a  province  larger  than  all  the  country  between  the  Missouri 
River  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Ohio  Riv¬ 
er,  comprising  nearly  l/5  of  the  entire  area  of  the  United 
States  including  Alaska  -  an  empire  as  large  as  the  combined 

Empires  cf  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France  and  Italy,  net  in~ 
eluding  their  Colonial  possessions.  And  through  all  this  vast 
region  a  consecrated  band  of  Ministers  have  earnestly  and  joy- 
fully  labored  with  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  Church.  * 
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Then  came  the  Memorial  year  of  1870-71,  v/hich  was  one 
of  great  prosperity  in  Church  building. 

During  that  year  Mr.  Jackson  secured  from  churches  and 
personal  friends  the  sum  of  $8207,09,  over  and  above  large 

grants  made  by  the  Board  of  Church  Erection  largely  on  his 
recommendation.  And  special  assistance  was  rendered  the 
churches  of  Greeley,  Laramie,  Georgetown,  Evanston,  17th  St. 
Denver,  Golden  and  others,  without  v/hich  some  of  them  would 
not  have  been  built  to  this  day.  Indeed  there  has  not  been 
a  year  since,  in  which  churches  of  this  Presbytery  (Colorado) 
have  not  been  helped  by  him  from  private  funds,  at  times  when 
seemingly  their  enterprise  must  fail.  Still  further  he  can 
not  to  night  recall  a  single  instance  of  a  church  erected  in 
this  Presbytery  since  1869,  that  he  has  not  helped,  save  the 

l 

St.  Paul  &  Central  Churches  of  Denver,  and  the  recent  church 
a  t  Lak  e  City. 

As  with  the  churches,  so  also  with  the  ministers,  as  the 
older  ministers  of  this  Presbytery  will  testify.  No  Minis¬ 
ter  of  this  Presbytery  in  financial  distress  has  ever  appli¬ 
ed  to  him  and  been  left  unrelieved.  He  has  through  all  these 
years  sorrowed  with  his  brethren  in  their  sorrows  -  shared 
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in  their  perplexities  and  trials  -  and  rejoiced  in  their  sue- 

cesses.  They  have  largely  and  properly  carried  each  one  his  own 
sorrow  and  the  care  of  his  own  church  and  the  burden  has  been 
heavy  enough;  But  he  (the  Superintendent)  from  the  necessity 
of  his  position  has  largely  entered  into  them  all^ realizing 
what  ‘paul  meant  when  after  a  startling  enumeration  of  perils 
and  hardships,  he  adds  -  ’’Besides  those  things  that  are  with¬ 
out,  that  which  cometh  on  me  daily,  the  care  of  all  the  chur¬ 
ches”,  2  Cor.  11:28. 

But  .financial  assistance  to  Ministers  and  Churches,  im¬ 
portant  and  vital  as  if  has  been,  has  only  been  a  secondary 
portion  of  the  work  - 

His  main  work  has  been  the  exploration  of  new  and  unknown 
fields  -  preparing  them  for  occupancy  -  harmonizing  diverse 
and  hetrogeneous  elements^-  organizing  them  into  churches  - 
securing  acceptable  Ministers  -  counseling  with  reference  to 
church  sites  and  securing  donations  of  land  -  furnishing 
church  plans  and  devising  ways  ana  means  for  the  erection  of 
the  building  -  the  strengthening  and  encouraging  of  feeble 

churches  -  holding  up  the  hands  of  discouraged  Ministers  - 
supplying  vacant  churches  -  sympathizing  with  Christians  so 
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far  removed  from  churches  as  to  be  without  sanctuary  privile¬ 
ges.  The  frequent  and  protracted  absences  from  home  and  sep¬ 
aration  from  family.  The  anxious  scanning  of  the  field  -  of¬ 
tentimes  in  the  night  watches  bringing  every  Church  in  the 
Synod  one  by  one  before  the  mind  and  canvassing  ^ts  condi¬ 
tion  and  necessities  -  the  constant  study  and  planning  what 
more  can  be  done  to  make  the  work  more  efficient.  An  over¬ 
whelming  correspondence  with  Missionaries,  with  the  Secretar¬ 
ies  of  the  Mission  Board,  at  New  York,  with  the  Ladies  Mis¬ 
sionary  Societies  and  individuals,  enlisting  sympathy  and 
help  for  certain  suffering  fields,  oftentimes  writing  from 
30  to  50  letters  a  day  -  the  labor  of  successfully  conducting 
the  Missionary  paper  (Rocky  Mountain  Presbyterian),  which  is 

an  influential  factor  in  the  progress  of  Mission  work  in  this 

/ 

Synod . 

In  addition  to  this  head  work  -  these  anxieties  that 

weigh  down  the  heart  day  and  night-  anxieties  that  could  onl 
be  borne,  as  they  are  rolled  off  upon  the  Saviour  in  prayer, 
In  addition  to  these,  are  the  physical  hardships  and  dangers 
incident  to  a  pioneer  work  in  a  new  and  only  partly  settled 
country.  Three  different  trips  have  been  made  to  Montana, 
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each  involving  about  1500  miles  of  staging.  Three  trips 
have  been  made  tc  New  Mexico,  one  continuing  across  Arizona 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  -  tv/o  of  these  trips  have  each  involved 


more  than  2000  miles  of  staging  and  horseback  riding^  And  if 
any  of  you  have  ever  tried  the  torture,  the  living  martyrdom 
of  riding  in  a  stage  coach  from  Monday  morning  to  Sunday 
morning,  day  and  night,  without  stopping  except  a  few  minutes 
at  a  time  to  change  teams  -  sometimes  with  three  meals  and 
sometimes  with  only  one  in  24  hours  -  and  even  that  so  poor 
and  dirty,  that  only  hunger  forces  eating,  then  you  will  have 
some  conception  of  the  amount  of  physical  fatigue  and  suffer¬ 
ing  that  is  crowded  into  those  trips. 

The  work  of  a  Superintendent  involves  physical  hardships 
that  but  few  men  can  or  will  endure.  During  the  last  year 

two  of  the  Superintendents,  Rev.  Thos.  Fraser  of  the  Pacific 
Coast,  and  Rev.  B.G. Riley  of  Wisconsin,  have  broken  down  un¬ 
der  the  strain,  and  it  is  a  serious  question  how  long  the 


other  Superintendents  can  hold  out. 


In  carrying  out  the  work  entrusted  tc  him,  Mr.  Jackson 
has  travelled  since  April  1869,  212,320  miles  -  a  distance 
each  year  of  a  trip  around  the  globe.  Of  course, with  that 
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amount  of  tram!  by  rail,  stage,  horseback  and  on  foot, large¬ 
ly  in  a  new  and  frontier  country,  he  has  met  with  many  exper¬ 
iences,  that  fortunately  do  not  ordinarily  fall  to  the  lot 
of  a  Minister.  Incidents  that  in  the  hands  of  a  Mark  Twain 

would  fill  a  dozen  volumes  and  make  a  fortune. 

•  *•  /» 

With  the  Apostle  Paul  he  is  able  to  say  -"In  journeyings 
often  -  in  perils  of  waters”  -  fording  rivers,  sometimes 

swollen  -  once  compelled  to  get  out  into  the  freezing  water 

.  * 

and  break  the  ice  that  had  frozen  out  from  the  bank  so  that 

his  horse  could  get  through,  ”In  perils  of  robbers"  -  five 

times  has  the  stage  been  stopped  and  robbed  by  highwaymen,  , 

just  before  or  after  he  passed  over  the  route.  "In  perils  by 

my  own  countrymen"  -  Once  the  trembling  of  the  finger  alone 

stood  between  him  and  instant  death  as  half  a  dozen  revolvers 

were  pointed  at  his  heart.  Or  when  lying  down  at  night  upon 

his  revolver,  with  the  strong  conviction  that  he  might  wake 

to  struggle  with  the  Mormon  assassin-  Once  a  fanatical  papal 

twice 

mob  were  called  upon  to  hang  him,  and  at  another  he  was  /7tak- 
en  to  prison  for  the  Gospel’s  sake.  At  another  time  a  band  of 
men  lay  in  wait  to  murder  him  at  night,  in  a  lonely  ravine 
through  which  he  was  expected  to  pass. 


13 


”ln  perils  in  the  wilderness”  as  again  and  again  he  has 
been,  lost  on  the  plains  or  in  the  mountains  -  sometimes  in 
blinding  snow  storms,  where  others  have  perished  -  Among  the 

trackless  Mts.  of  Arizona,  without  food  or  water.  Again  and 
again  fighting  the  prairie  fires  that  swept  wildly  around  him 
or  fleeing  before  the  roaring  blast  of  a  wall  of  fire  madly 
leaping  from  pine  to  pine  along  the  mountain  side. 

"In  perils  by  the  heathen"  -  Riding  one  long  summer  day 

* 

with  rifle  across  the  knees  mmmentarily  expecting  the  attack 
of  the  savage  Sioux,  and  again  upon  the  upper  Missouri , where 
the  Steamer  was  fired  into  by  7"  hostile  tribes  that  inhabit¬ 
ed  the  banks  of  the  river;  at  another  time  avoiding  trie  mur¬ 
derous  Apache  on  the  War  path, and  saving  his  scalp  by  15 
hours . 

In  perils  by  wild  beasts  and  venomous  reptiles.  In  per¬ 
ils  by  land  and  by  sea.  "In  weariness  and  painfulness  -  in 
watchings  often  -  in  hunger  and  thirst  -  in  fastings  often"- 
in  heat  and  cold.  Again  and  again  crying  out  in  the  agony 

of  physical  suffering  for  grace  and  strength  to  endure  to 
th  e  end . 

Such  is  a  feeble  delineation  of  the  life  of  your  Superin 


tendcnt  for  the  last  seven  years.  At  times  feeling  that 

V 

the  burden  was  too  great  -  that  it  could  no  longer  be  carried 
-  that  it  was  more  than  should  be  asked  of  one  person  -  that 
he  had  done  his  full  share: of  the  rough  work  -  Then  chiding 
his  unbelief  and  gathering  new  strength  and  courage  at  the 
Cross  of  Christ,  he  has  pressed  forward  again,  thankful  for 
the  privilege  of  laboring  and  suffering  for  Jesus. 

Such  has  been  the  v/crk  -  what  its  results  ? 

Its  visible  and  tangible  results  are  the  organization  of 
67  Presbyterian  churches  between  1869  and  1876,  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  36  church  buildings  and  the  procurement  of  IPO  box¬ 
es  of  Missionary  clothing  for  the  Ministry.  More  than  as 
many  churches  could  have  been  organized  if  there  had  been 
any  reasonable  prospect  of  supplying  them  with  Ministers. 

Unable  to  supply  all  the  districts  applying  for  organi¬ 
zation,  he  selected  largely  the  central  points  of  any  region 
and  gave  his  attention  to  them.  And  this  growth  of  the 
church  has  been  attained  in  a  region,  that  does  not  receive 
the  most  rapid  development  of  population. 

And  while  more  could  have  been  done  than  has  been  done, 
still  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  note,  that  the  percentage  of 
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growth  in  proportion  to  the  population  has  been  greater  in 

I 

this  than  any  other  district  of  the  Church. 

And  while  it  is  true  that  this  work  could  not  have  been 

accomplished  without  the  cheerful  sacrifices  and  toils  -the 
devotion  and  aggressiveness  -  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the 
brethern  of  the  Synod  -  yet  the  converse  is  equally  true, 
that  but  for  his  work,  the  successful  labors  of  the  breth¬ 
ren  would  not  largely  have  been  given  to  this  field, 
s 

The  visible  and  tangible  results  are  the  present  condi?. 
tion  of  our  Churches.  But  still  greater  are  the  unseen  re¬ 
sults  that  can  not  be  gathered  up  and  expressed  in  figures- 
the  results  of  seed  sown  that  has  not  yet  ripened  its  fruit 
-  of  souls  converted  and  ripened  for  glory  -  of  opposers 
changed  into  workers  -  of  the  influence  exerted  on  the  crys- 
talizing  public  sentiment  of  new  sections  -  of  the  mighty 

forces  to  spring  from  the  coming  maturity  of  these  infant 

churches  -  the  crowning  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  -  that 
shall  bring  strength  out  of  weakness  and  make  even  our  in¬ 
firmities  minister  to  the  greater  glory  of  God. 

The  two  lessons  with  which  I  have  sought  to  impress  my 
own  heart,  are  1st.  A  firmer  trust  in  God.  If  He  raised  up 
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friends,  provided  money,  and  so  wonderfully  interfered  in 
behalf  of  this  work,  when  the  ordinary  avenues  through  which 
we  expect  help,  seemed  to  be  closed,  why  should  we  not  take 

courage  for  the  trials  of  faith  that  are  still  before  us. 

2nd.  The  cultivation  of  an  aggressive  spirit.  God  bles¬ 
ses  aggressiveness  -  that  when  we  have  gone  forward  so  vig¬ 
orously,  that  the  lukewarm  have  called  us  rash,  we  have 

found  the  greatest  fruit.  When  we  prove  God  by  making  large 
demands  upon  him  for  his  work,  he  has  honored  those  demands. 
We  need  to  cultivate  an  aggressive  spirit.  An  asking  of 
God  for  great  things  -  an  expectation  of  great  things  from 
God  -  and  an  attempting  great  things  for  God.  A  firm  con¬ 
viction  that  we  have  been  brought  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Ter¬ 

ritories,  not  for  a  living  -  nor  for  health  -  but  as  Ambas¬ 
sadors  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  do  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number. 

Firmly  believing  both  in  the  Scripturalness  and  adapta¬ 
tion  of  our  doctrine  and  church  polity  to  the  wants  of  this 
country,  to  push  out  in  every  direction  until  the  work  of 
each  meets  that  of  his  brother  on  the  other  side  -  until 


parish  joins  parish  and  the  work  goes  for  ward  a  solid  front 
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to  occupy  this  vast  field  God  has  given  us  to  cultivate  - 
to  secure  the  consecration  of  the  gold  and  silver  laid  up 
in  these  treasure  vaults  of  the  world  and  save  this  ever 
growing  population  for  Christ  and  his  Church. 

SHELDON  JACKSON. 

Galesburgh,  Illinois, 

Nov.  1876. 

Prepared  at  the  request  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Colorado. 


